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DOE Weekly Field Memo – May 13, 2009 
 
From the Department: 

 U.S. Education Secretary Travels to Vermont for Commencement Address and to Continue 
National Discussion on Education Reform 

 Vermont Professional Development Network Leaders Needed  
 FY 2009-2010 BEST/Act 230 Grant Applications 
 Training: A Framework for Applying Structured Teaching Across the School Day for Students with 

Autism Spectrum Disorders 
 Early Childhood Education Directory 
 May Standards and Assessment Bulletin 

 
Military Child Education Coalition: 

 Professional Development Program for Dealing with Children of the Military (Attachment) 
 
From Department of Forest, Parks and Recreation: 

 National Trails Day Event 
 Vermont 4-H Youth Environmental Council (V4-HYEC) 

 
U.S. Education Secretary Travels to Vermont for Commencement Address and to               
Continue National Discussion on Education Reform  
Audience: All 
This Thursday, May 14, U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan will deliver the commencement 
address at St. Michael’s College in Colchester, and then visit two elementary schools in Burlington and 
Westford as he continues his “Listening and Learning Tour.” Last week, Secretary Duncan launched the 
tour - a national discussion to seek grassroots input from a broad group of stakeholders around federal 
education policy. He will visit at least 15 states to solicit feedback on the Obama Administration’s 
education agenda, including such issues as early childhood education, teacher quality, higher standards, 
and workforce development. For more information visit: http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml.  
 
Vermont Professional Development Network Leaders Needed  
Audience: Principals, Curriculum Coordinators, Teachers  
The department is seeking enthusiastic and experienced educators to fill available positions as math and 
science Vermont Professional Development Network (VPDN) leaders. Network leaders develop and 
facilitate VPDN meetings in collaboration with DOE content coordinators and colleagues from around 
Vermont. The content of VPDN meetings includes addressing Vermont’s Grade Expectations through 
local and state assessment, modeling effective instructional strategies, implementing 21st century skills 
and technology, and providing opportunities for teachers to learn and network together. As part of the 
selection process, all interested applicants should complete the application form at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_curriculum.html#vpdn_leaders and return it to Rose Wheeler 
at rose.wheeler@state.vt.us or fax it to (802) 828-6563 no later than Wednesday, May 20th.  
Contact: Denise Maurice at (802) 828-2173 or denise.maurice@state.vt.us for middle and high school 
mathematics; Kathy Renfrew at (802) 828-6561 or kathy.renfrew@state.vt.us for elementary math and 
science; or Gail Hall at (802) 828- 0156 or gail.hall@state.vt.us for middle and high school science 
 
FY 2009-2010 BEST/Act 230 Grant Applications 
Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Special Education Administrators, Curriculum 
Coordinators 
Act 230 (reauthorized as Act 157) requires that every local school district have an educational support 
system for children who require additional assistance in order to succeed in the general education 
environment. Based on the initial successes of the Vermont Positive Behavioral Supports (PBS) effort, 
the commissioner has designated PBS as the priority area for use of these funds. All BEST/Act 230 Grant 
Applications must be submitted electronically including an electronic signature of the superintendent. 
Applications are due by September 15, 2009 and are available at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_safeschools.html#best_230.  
Contact: Sabine Baldwin at 802) 828-0183 or sabine.baldwin@state.vt.us 
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Training: A Framework for Applying Structured Teaching across the School Day for Students with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders 
Audience: Special Education Administrators, EEE Coordinators, Principals, General and Special 
Education Teachers, Case Managers, SLPs, OTs, PTs 
Intermediate level training is available for teams working with students on the autism spectrum. 
Participants will learn to use a planning framework tool for their students with autism spectrum disorder. 
Each team will determine appropriate structure for learning settings, design an array of learning tasks and 
develop comprehensive communication and behavior supports. The trainings will be held July 17, 18 & 
19, 2009, at Ottauquechee School in Quechee. Registration is limited. For more information and to 
download the application, visit the DOE calendar at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html#structured.  
Contact Claire Bruno at (802) 828-5116 or claire.bruno@state.vt.us 
 
Early Childhood Education Directory 
Audience: Special Ed. Directors, Early Educators, Principals, Superintendents 
Vermont’s Early Childhood Resource Directory has been updated and can be found on the Early 
Education Web site. There is no plan at this time to do a bulk mailing of this document. Feel free to 
download the Early Ed directory at:  
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_earlyed/pubs.html#resource_directory.  
Contact: Shirley Rawson at (802) 828-5128 or shirley.rawson@state.vt.us 
 
May Standards and Assessment Bulletin 
Audience: All 
The May edition of the Standards and Assessment Bulletin is now available at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_assessment/bulletin.html. This quarterly bulletin provides 
information about the work of the Standards and Assessment team and examples of innovation and best 
practice in schools across the state. Topics in the May issue include: 

 Field Notes: A Community of Learners at Burlington High School  
 Building Assessment Literacy: Vermont Item Bank Assessment 
 From the Mailbag: Question of the Day – “How did Vermont students do on NECAP this year 

compared to past years?”  
 Data Grab: Statistic of the Day – Grades 3-8 NECAP student performance over past four years  
 Odds and Ends: Educators Needed to Participate in an Item Review & Bias/Sensitivity Review for 

the 2010 NECAP Science Assessment. 
Contact: Susan Hayes at (802) 828-5892 or susan.hayes@state.vt.us 
 
From the Military Child Education Coalition: 
 
Professional Development Program for Dealing with Children of the Military 
Audience: Guidance Counselors, Educators, Community Members 
The Military Child Education Coalition’s™ Living in the New Normal (LINN)™ training is a two-day 
professional development program that prepares school guidance professionals, educators and 
community members to recognize and address the issues facing children dealing with separation from a 
loved one or experiencing trauma, grief and loss due to the loss or injury of a loved one. It provides 
concerned adults with information to help support children during these times of uncertainty and gives 
them the framework to enable them to support families to ensure that their children have the tools to 
bounce back from life’s storms and stressors. The MCEC’s LINN™ efforts are predicated on the belief that 
children’s inherent attributes of courage and resiliency can be strengthened through deliberate 
encouragement.  Peer review and instructor feedback are utilized. Twelve (12) full seat hours are 
required for institute credit – attendance both full days required – no partial attendance accepted. 
Breakfast and lunch both days will be provided for all registered attendees. 
Please register by September 30, 2009 online at http://www.MilitaryChild.org or fax the attached form to 
(254) 953-1925.  
(Attachment: Military_LINN_Reg.doc) 
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From Department of Forest, Parks and Recreation: 
 
National Trails Day Event 
Audience: Educators of Students in Grades 4-8 
You are invited to a National Trails Day Event for Vermont students in grades 4-8 on Friday, June 5, 2008 
From 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Elmore State Park. There is no cost to attend. Pack your lunch and 
outdoor clothing and join us for a fun-filled day of interactive, hands-on activities that celebrates how 
much we love our trails. If you are interested in attending, Contact Rebecca Roy by Wednesday, May 
20th at rebecca.roy@state.vt.us. Student workshops will fill up fast, so please register early if you would 
like to attend. Questions, call Rebecca: (802) 241-3651.  
 
Vermont 4-H Youth Environmental Council (V4-HYEC)  
Audience: Guidance Counselors; Students Ages 13-19 
The Vermont 4-H Youth Environmental Council (V4-HYEC) is an advanced service learning and 
leadership opportunity for teens ages 13 to 19. Positions are limited to 25 teens ages 13 to 19 as of 
January 1, 2009. Applications are accepted on or before August 1, 2009. You do not need to be a current 
4-H member to apply to V4-HYEC. If you are accepted as a member of the V4-HEC, you must attend the 
mandatory state meetings on August 29th, October 3rd, and November 7th, 2009. 
So mark your calendars now! To receive an application or to ask any questions, contact Lisa 
Campion at lcampion@vermontlaw.edu or (586) 530-1771 or visit 
http://www.uvm.edu/extension/programs/4h/v4hyec/default.php. 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
Weekly Field Memo is Online! 
The DOE Weekly Field Memo is archived on the Department of Education Web site at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/field_memo.html. Field Memos and the corresponding 
attachments are available for download. For Field Memo information three months or older, or for other 
questions, please contact Jill Remick, communications director, at (802) 828-3154 or 
jill.remick@state.vt.us.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
For the Department of Education Web site see: http://education.vermont.gov/. For upcoming events or 
professional development opportunities, see the DOE Calendar of Events located at: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html. 
 
Main Department Line: (802) 828-3135 
 
NOTE: For comments or questions specific to the messages above, please contact the person listed. DO 
NOT reply to this message.  
 
This Field Memo is posted weekly by the Department of Education to better organize our e-
communications to the field. There may be times when separate messages from the department will still 
be sent. 
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Living In the New Normal: Supporting Children Through Trauma and Loss Institute 

 
 

The Military Child Education Coalition’s™ Living in the New Normal (LINN)™ training is a two-day 
professional development program that prepares school guidance professionals, educators and community 
members to recognize and address the issues facing children dealing with separation from a loved one or 
experiencing trauma, grief and loss due to the loss or injury of a loved one.  It provides concerned adults with 
information to help support children during these times of uncertainty and gives them the framework to enable 
them to support families to ensure that their children have the tools to bounce back from life’s storms and 
stressors.  The MCEC’s LINN™ efforts are predicated on the belief that children’s inherent attributes of 
courage and resiliency can be strengthened through deliberate encouragement.     

Satisfactory completion of the Military Child Education Coalition™ Institutes is based on engaged networking, 
95% attendance, and completion of the end-of-course evaluation. Peer review and instructor feedback are 
utilized. Twelve (12) ful l seat hours are required for institute credit – attendance both ful l days 
required – no partial attendance accepted.  Breakfast and lunch both days will be provided for all registered 
attendees. 

Institute Information 

Date:  October 6-7, 2009 

Training:   Living in the New Normal: Supporting Children Through Trauma and Loss 

Location:   Norwich University 
158 Harmon Drive       
Northfield, Vermont  05663 

Time:  8:30 am – 4:00 pm (Continental Breakfast will be available at 8:00 am)  
Cost:  Funded by US Army CYS  

Additional Information: 12 ful l seat hours required for institute credit and to receive training 
materials. No partial attendance accepted. 

Please register by September30, 2009  online at www.MilitaryChild.org or fax this form to 254-953-1925 

Educational Credits: The following educational credits will be available for a fee, payable at the institute: 1.2 Continuing 
Education Credits cost $25.00 and/or 1 hour of Graduate Credit costing $175.00 from a branch of Texas A&M University. 

  
Name:           ______________ 
 (PLEASE PRINT legibly, this will be used for Name Badge and Certificate of Attendance) 
Title/Position:        District:_____________________ 

Address:  

City:  State:   Zip:     

Phone:   Fax:   

Email address:   
Disclaimer 
I understand that participants are required to attend both full days of training to receive institute credit and training 
materials. No partial attendance is accepted due to conformance with IACET standards. 

 
 
         
Printed Name  Signature Date 

http://www.MilitaryChild.org
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